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Environmental Protection Agency § 761.1

Subpart A—General
§ 761.1 Applicability.

(a) This part establishes prohibitions
of, and requirements for, the manufac-
ture, processing, distribution in com-
merce, use, disposal, storage, and
marking of PCBs and PCB Items.

(b) This part applies to all persons
who manufacture, process, distribute
in commerce, use, or dispose of PCBs or
PCB Items. Substances that are regu-
lated by this rule include, but are not
limited to, dielectric fluids, contami-
nated solvents, oils, waste oils, heat
transfer fluids, hydraulic fluids, paints,
sludges, slurries, dredge spoils, soils,
materials contaminated as a result of
spills, and other chemical substances
or combination of substances, includ-
ing impurities and byproducts and any
byproduct, intermediate or impurity
manufactured at any point in a proc-
ess. Most of the provisions of this part
apply to PCBs only if PCBs are present
in concentrations above a specified
level. For example, subpart D applies
generally to materials at concentra-
tions of 50 parts per million (ppm) and
above. Also certain provisions of sub-
part B apply to PCBs inadvertently
generated in manufacturing processes
at concentrations specified in the defi-
nition of ‘‘PCB’’ under § 761.3. No provi-
sion specifying a PCB concentration
may be avoided as a result of any dilu-
tion, unless otherwise specifically pro-
vided.

(c) Definitions of the terms used in
these regulations are in subpart A. The
basic requirements applicable to dis-
posal and marking of PCBs and PCB
Items are set forth in subpart D—Dis-
posal of PCBs and PCB Items and in
subpart C—Marking of PCBs and PCB
Items. Prohibitions applicable to PCB
activities are set forth in subpart B—
Manufacture, Processing, Distribution
in Commerce, and Use of PCBs and
PCB Items. Subpart B also includes au-
thorizations from the prohibitions.
Subparts C and D set forth the specific
requirements for disposal and marking
of PCBs and PCB Items.

(d) Section 15 of the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act (TSCA) states that
failure to comply with these regula-
tions is unlawful. Section 16 imposes li-
ability for civil penalties upon any per-

son who violates these regulations, and
the Administrator can establish appro-
priate remedies for any violations sub-
ject to any limitations included in sec-
tion 16 of TSCA. Section 16 also sub-
jects a person to criminal prosecution
for a violation which is knowing or
willful. In addition, section 17 author-
izes Federal district courts to enjoin
activities prohibited by these regula-
tions, compel the taking of actions re-
quired by these regulations, and issue
orders to seize PCBs and PCB Items
manufactured, processed or distributed
in violation of these regulations.

(e) These regulations do not preempt
other more stringent Federal statutes
and regulations.

(f) Unless and until superseded by
any new more stringent regulations is-
sued under EPA authorities, or any
permits or any pretreatment require-
ments issued by EPA, a state or local
government that affect release of PCBs
to any particular medium:

(1) Persons who inadvertently manu-
facture or import PCBs generated as
unintentional impurities in excluded
manufacturing processes, as defined in
§ 761.3, are exempt from the require-
ments of subpart B of this part, pro-
vided that such persons comply with
subpart J of this part, as applicable.

(2) Persons who process, distribute in
commerce, or use products containing
PCBs generated in excluded manufac-
turing processes defined in § 761.3 are
exempt from the requirements of sub-
part B provided that such persons com-
ply with subpart J of this part, as ap-
plicable.

(3) Persons who process, distribute in
commerce, or use products containing
recycled PCBs defined in § 761.3, are ex-
empt from the requirements of subpart
B of this part, provided that such per-
sons comply with subpart J of this
part, as applicable.

(4) Except as provided in § 761.20 (d)
and (e), persons who process, distribute
in commerce, or use products contain-
ing excluded PCB products as defined
in § 761.3, are exempt from the require-
ments of subpart B of this part.

(Sec. 6, Pub. L. 94–469, 90 Stat. 2020 (15 U.S.C.
2605)
[44 FR 31542, May 31, 1979, as amended at 49
FR 28189, July 10, 1984; 53 FR 24220, June 27,
1988]
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§ 761.3 Definitions.
For the purpose of this part:
Administrator means the Adminis-

trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, or any employee of the Agency
to whom the Administrator may either
herein or by order delegate his author-
ity to carry out his functions, or any
person who shall by operation of law be
authorized to carry out such functions.

Agency means the United States En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

Annual document log means the de-
tailed information maintained at the
facility on the PCB waste handling at
the facility.

Annual report means the written doc-
ument submitted each year by each
disposer and commercial storer of PCB
waste to the appropriate EPA Regional
Administrator. The annual report is a
brief summary of the information in-
cluded in the annual document log.

Basel Convention means the Basel
Convention on the Control of
Transboundary Movements of Hazard-
ous Wastes and Their Disposal as en-
tered into force on May 5, 1992.

Byproduct means a chemical sub-
stance produced without separate com-
mercial intent during the manufactur-
ing or processing of another chemical
substance(s) or mixture(s).

Capacitor means a device for accumu-
lating and holding a charge of elec-
tricity and consisting of conducting
surfaces separated by a dielectric.
Types of capacitors are as follows:

(1) Small capacitor means a capacitor
which contains less than 1.36 kg (3 lbs.)
of dielectric fluid. The following as-
sumptions may be used if the actual
weight of the dielectric fluid is un-
known. A capacitor whose total volume
is less than 1,639 cubic centimeters (100
cubic inches) may be considered to con-
tain less than 1.36 kgs (3 lbs.) of dielec-
tric fluid and a capacitor whose total
volume is more than 3,278 cubic centi-
meters (200 cubic inches) must be con-
sidered to contain more than 1.36 kg (3
lbs.) of dielectric fluid. A capacitor
whose volume is between 1,639 and 3,278
cubic centimeters may be considered to
contain less then 1.36 kg (3 lbs.) of di-
electric fluid if the total weight of the
capacitor is less than 4.08 kg (9 lbs.).

(2) Large high voltage capacitor means
a capacitor which contains 1.36 kg (3

lbs.) or more of dielectric fluid and
which operates at 2,000 volts (a.c. or
d.c.) or above.

(3) Large low voltage capacitor means a
capacitor which contains 1.36 kg (3 lbs.)
or more of dielectric fluid and which
operates below 2,000 volts (a.c. or d.c.).

Certification means a written state-
ment regarding a specific fact or rep-
resentation that contains the following
language:

Under civil and criminal penalties of law
for the making or submission of false or
fraudulent statements or representations (18
U.S.C. 1001 and 15 U.S.C. 2615), I certify that
the information contained in or accompany-
ing this document is true, accurate, and
complete. As to the identified section(s) of
this document for which I cannot personally
verify truth and accuracy, I certify as the
company official having supervisory respon-
sibility for the persons who, acting under my
direct instructions, made the verification
that this information is true, accurate, and
complete.

Chemical substance, (1) except as pro-
vided in paragraph (2) of this defini-
tion, means any organic or inorganic
substance of a particular molecular
identity, including: Any combination
of such substances occurring in whole
or part as a result of a chemical reac-
tion or occurring in nature, and any
element or uncombined radical.

(2) Such term does not include: Any
mixture; any pesticide (as defined in
the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Act) when manufactured,
processed, or distributed in commerce
for use as a pesticide; tobacco or any
tobacco product; any source material,
special nuclear material, or byproduct
material (as such terms are defined in
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 and reg-
ulations issued under such Act); any
article the sale of which is subject to
the tax imposed by section 4181 of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (deter-
mined without regard to any exemp-
tions from such tax provided by section
4182 or section 4221 or any provisions of
such Code); and any food, food additive,
drug, cosmetic, or device (as such
terms are defined in section 201 of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act)
when manufactured, processed, or dis-
tributed in commerce for use as a food,
food additive, drug, cosmetic, or de-
vice.
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